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When “Michelin” came to us, he looked like a little boy wearing his daddy’s suit.  His 
skin hung in folds down his legs and around his face and tail, hence the name 
“Michelin” - just like the tire guy on the commercials. 
Was he a Shar Pei mix? Lost a lot of weight? No one 
knew. 
 
He settled right in and gained some weight, but the skin 
continued to hang off of his frame.  Not only that, but he 
seemed to be very prone to cuts and scratches. His skin 
would be torn like he was bitten by another dog or had 
ripped his skin on something. They weren’t severe and 
didn’t even bleed much, so they were cleaned and he 
was placed on antibiotics initially. 
 
When he got yet another cut, I decided to suture it under anesthesia.  It was then 
that I noticed just how thin and fragile his skin really was.  Also, there were hundreds 
of white scars. I remembered a syndrome that I had learned about but never seen in 
practice. 
 
Ehlors-Danlos syndrome, or cutaneous asthenia (literally, “weak skin”) is a  
hereditary disorder characterized by skin that is unusually stretchy and droopy.  
There are deficient levels of collagen — the “glue” that holds the body together.  This 
affects the skin, the joints and ligaments, the heart and vessels, and any other tissue 
that has a significant amount of collagen.  Essentially all of them!  Not only is the skin 
very stretchy, but the lack of collagen also weakens the skin’s resilience making it 
easy to injure and prone to tearing, bruising, and scarring. 
 
It was decided to place Michelin in a foster home where he could receive the love 
and care he deserved, for as long as needed. Ehlors-Danlos syndrome can affect  
people too, although it’s rare in both.  Turns out, there was a foster family already 
volunteering with us….and one of their family members has the exact same  
syndrome!  To find a foster with the same rare condition was more than we could 
have ever hoped for.  Michelin has a family that understands what he is going 
through and what he needs, and their loved one has the support and affection of a 
dog that helps him to not feel so alone. 

Our “Michelin” Man- by Julie Hollifield DVM 

 Like us on Facebook 

 Follow us on Twitter 

 Follow us via Instagram 
Visit our website  

www.HumaneManatee.org 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Spay/Neuter Clinic:  
Monday-Saturday 

8am-5pm by Appointment 
941-747-8808 x302 

clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 
 

Adoption Hours: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10 am to 5 pm 

and by appointment 
(941) 747-8808 x313 

adoptions@ 
humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 
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rick@humanesocietymanatee.org 
(941) 747-8808 x316 

 
Board of Directors 

President 
Steve Zeris 
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The Affection Connection is  
published free of charge,  
for supporters of the Humane  
Society of Manatee County. 
 

 
 
 

Humane Society of Manatee County News-

Late in 2016 the Humane Society of Manatee County worked with State College of Florida 
staff and students to create an Emergency Management Plan for our organization.  That 
plan was put into motion on September 7th as hurricane watches and warnings went into 
effect for the state of Florida.  The entire property was made storm ready over the next 
48 hours and on Saturday, September 9th all shelter animals were relocated to our HSMC 
Veterinary Clinic as a safety precaution.  Three HSMC staff members also moved into the 
veterinary clinic and stayed with our animals until the storm passed.  Hurricane Irma 
started its northward trek through our state hitting Manatee County in the early morning 
hours on Monday, September 11th. 
 
After the storm passed we were able to assess the damage and start to plan for recovery.  
None of our buildings suffered any major damage but power was out and there were 
flooded streets and lots of debris from trees spread throughout the property.  The clinic 
power was restored late Monday but our shelter had no power until Friday, September 
15th.  On Tuesday we set up our administrative offices under a canopy in the shelter  
parking lot, set up generator powered air conditioning in the dog kennels and cat room 
and re-opened for adoptions. 
 
What happened over the next four days was simply incredible.  One by one members of 
the community stopped at the shelter dropping of water, dog food, cat food, cat litter 
and cleaning supplies.  Other members of our community volunteered to help clean up 
the debris from our entire campus and in one day the entire property was clean and safe 
for our animals, staff and volunteers. 
 
The Manatee County business community also responded to offer help in so many  
different ways.  Stillman’s Tree Service offered to remove the tree branch that crushed 
our utility garage at no charge and completed the work in about four hours.  Home Depot 
stores on Cortez and Route 64 combined to donate a generator, fans, a refrigerator and 
power tools to assist in the recovery.  Lowes on 14th Street W also responded and  
donated power equipment as well.  The Pittsburgh Pirates stopped to make sure we 
knew they were available to help if needed .  The Bradenton Police Department kept in 
close contact with HSMC  before, during and after the storm.  Petco, PetSmart, Petfinder 
and Pedigree all quickly approved storm recovery grants and repairs were completed 
within a week. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of so many our shelter animals were protected, safe and  

received quality care throughout the entire storm.  On Thursday prior to Irma our  

veterinary clinic ran a last minute, low cost vaccine and micro-chip clinic to ensure that 

any animals in the community headed to shelters were protected with updated vaccines 

and records.  Once again, we simply need to say thank you to our community. 

With my thanks from the animals, 

     Rick Yocum 

 Letter from the Executive Director 

Look what you have helped 
accomplish in 2017 to date! 
 
Accepted into Second Chance 
adoption program: 
Dogs—353 
Cats—325 
 
Adoptions: 
Dogs—303 
Cats— 300 
 
Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 
Dogs—2809 
Cats— 2593 
 
Wellness patients served: 
 cats and dogs: 3632 
 
Heartworm Treatments 
  Dogs: 66 
 
X-Rays taken 
cats and dogs: 124 

 New Sponsors 

Lakewood Ranch Communities                     Steven D. Miller P.A. 
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Kiwi 

Hi everyone, 
 
My name is Kiwi and  this is my story. My sister Mango and I were adopted from HSMC as kittens 5 years ago. 
We had a wonderful life; tons of toys, nice beds to sleep in, yummy food and lots of love from our owner.  Then 
one day she loaded up all our stuff and we thought we’re going to have an adventure.  But this was no  
adventure; she brought us back to the shelter and told the people at the desk that she couldn’t keep us any 
longer. 
 
We were both pretty sad to be back, but I especially took it the hardest. I don’t like being stuck in a cage at night  
instead of a fluffy bed. I don’t want to have to share my toys with cats that I don’t know. I wasn’t sure that I 
could trust any human again until a nice volunteer named Elsie 
started petting me. She understands that it is going to take 
time for me to love again and she is so patient.  I love to sit in 
her lap and purr as she strokes my fur.  
 
But now I’ve been here for more than one year and no one 
wants to take me home. I’ve watched all the other cats and 
kittens get adopted but no one wants me.  Maybe I’m not 
pretty enough? Maybe I’m not the life of the party? But if you 
adopt me, I promise to sit in your lap and  purr when you pet 
me. I am just asking for a chance to show you I can be the best 
cat any human could ask for, please don’t make me wait  
another year for a home. 
 
Love, Kiwi  

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
Nadiya Reinacher has been a volunteer with the Humane Society since 

May of 2017.  Since joining our volunteer program, she has been an  

asset to our offsite events, staff, and furry friends. She has logged more 

than 100 hours since joining and continues to thrive as a volunteer.  

Her care and love for the dogs is what drives the success we have at 

events, adoptions, and the daily care of the animals. Nadiya can tell 

you about every dog available for adoption in a blink of an eye!  To join 

our volunteer program please call 941-747-8808 ext. 315. 

*Nadiya enjoyed volunteering so much that she decided to apply for  

a job here! She started a few weeks ago and loves it! 

www.HumaneManatee.org      •      941-747-8808 

Nadiya and one of her furry friends 

Won’t you please give me a chance? 
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 Putting for Pets—Register Now 

For the Love of Paws 

The Humane Society of Manatee County is grateful to receive generous support from a variety of organizations 
offering grants to support our mission.  Their support coupled with contributions and events helps the save 
lives four paws at a time.   
 

Animal Disaster Fund granted $2,000 to replace utility shed destroyed by Hurricane Irma 
Florida Animals Friends granted $15,000 to enable low-income families the opportunity to  
get spay/neuter surgery for their pets. 
Maddie’s Fund granted $5,000 to provide an area where dogs for whom the shelter  
environment is too stressful can relax as they wait for adoption. 
Manatee Community Foundation granted $45,000 to enable us to provide free spay and 
neuter services for financially challenged families who were not able to afford the  
services. 
Pedigree Foundation granted $2,500 to repair air conditioning issues due to the effects of 
Hurricane Irma. 
Ralph S. French Charitable Trust granted $55,000 to enable us to provide the medical and loving care to thousands of 
shelter animals waiting for their forever homes. 
Petco Foundation granted $1,000 to enable us to perform any necessary repairs and needs affected by Hurricane Irma. 

          Paws in Motion Walkathon Fundraiser—March 3, 2018 

 Saturday March 3, 2018 
 Caddy’s on the Pointe * 801 Riverside Dr. E * Bradenton 
 Registration at 9 am, walk begins at 10 am 
 Register today at http://www.humanemanatee.org/paws-in-motion  and start 

your fundraising early. 
 Fantastic New Location           Delicious Food 
 Fun Raffle Prizes                        Goody Bags 
 Great Music                                All proceeds benefit the shelter dogs and cats 
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A community collaboration between Gulf Coast Builders Xchange , AIA Florida Gulf Coast, CSI Suncoast  

Chapter; all working together to create interactive stations at Humane Society of Manatee County to help 

dogs conquer fears, build confidence and gain human trust in order to become adoptable.  These amazing 

groups designed, donated the materials, solicited donations of materials and built all of these stations, all to 

help our shelter dogs !!  Thank you 

 

Architects for Animals create new agility space  

Kenny’s Journey 

Approximately 8 years ago a stray gray and white striped cat decided to make himself at home on our back porch. He 
figured the Humane Society was as good as place as any to get a good meal and a comfy place to sleep. In return we 
thought he could help keep the shelter free of unwanted critters. He especially loved to hang out with Ken, our  
facilities manager at the time, hence the name Kenny Jr. We kept our end of the bargain, neutering, vaccinating and 
keeping him safe from the dangers of the outside world. On the other paw, Kenny made friends with the wildlife and 
gladly shared his food with the squirrels.  
 
As the years passed Kenny became more approachable and even allowed the staff to pet him. More than once he 
tried to jump into a car and clients alerted us that one of our cats was loose. He would meow very loudly if his dinner 
was late and insisted that his water be just the right temperature. Seems like he decided domesticated life wasn’t so 
bad after all, but still enjoyed his freedom to roam the property. 
 
Several months ago staff noticed that Kenny’s aging teeth were in need of a 
cleaning.  He had to be crated for a week to be given precautionary  
antibiotics and then for a short time after the procedure. While we thought 
Kenny would be an uncooperative patient, just the opposite happened. He 
seemed quite content to be inside so it was decided to move him into  
Meow Manor, the free roaming cat room, where he could lounge with the 
adoptable cats.  Kenny now spends his days in comfort—who knows,  
maybe one day he will be adopted and have a family to call his own!   

Kenny, the not so feral cat 
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Last Saturday of each month 
Dog Adoptions at Caddy’s at the 
Pointe 12 pm—3 pm 

   
Nov. 10- Putting for Pets  
Golf Tournament 
University Park CC 11 am 
 
Nov. 18– Canine Christmas 
Bishop SPCA 
 
January 25 -  Because of You  
Donor Appreciation 
Manatee Performing Arts Ctr. 
6 pm to 7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
March 3 -Paws in Motion  
Walkathon Fundraiser 
Caddy’s at the Pointe 
Register at humanemanatee.org 
 
April 7—Mary Reise Itty Bitty 
Kitty Shower—at HSMC 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to the Florida Animal Friends for 
granting us $15,000 to help financially 
challenged dog & cat owners spay and 
neuter their animals for FREE. This offer 
is good for those living in the following 
zip codes: 34203, 34205, 34207, 34208 
and 34221. Call 941-747-8808 option 1 
or email  
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org  
to schedule an appointment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This grant is made available through the 
sales of the Florida spay/neuter license 
plate. Get your plate today and help fix 
a pet. 

Shed Woes 

Hurricane Irma destroyed two of our storage sheds. We received a grant 
to replace one but still need help in either purchasing or having a new 
shed donated.  Clean towels, blankets and beds for the shelter animals 
need to be kept in a dry place. If you can help in any way please contact 
Valerie at 941-747-8808 x 310 or valerie@humanesocietymanatee.org.  


