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All alone and on her own in the world, this beautiful cat was discovered wandering the 
streets as a stray before a Good Samaritan brought her to HSMC’s Second Chance Adoption 
Center. Her fur was matted, her eyes were sad and we could see she was tired of trying to 
survive. Clearly she had been someone’s cat, and whether abandoned or lost we were  
determined to give her a second chance at finding love and happiness. 
 
Ruthie’s age was estimated at about a year when she came to the shelter, that was in  
December of 2016. Ruthie has been waiting for her new family for almost two years and 
while we try our best to create a home-like atmosphere in Meow Manor, shelter life is still 
stressful.  It is hard to understand why no one has adopted her, a generous donor has even 
sponsored her, so her adoption fee will be waived.  

 
Ruthie is sweet and gentle and while she may not be 
considered a lap cat, she has lots of love to give. She 
loves to be brushed and pampered and gets along well 
with other feline friends.  
 
Ruthie’s story is a bit unusual for HSMC and the Second 
Chance Adoption Center. While adult cats may stay at 

the shelter a little longer than bouncy kittens, the average length of stay for all cats in 2018 is 
36.5 days, down from 76 days in 2017. Sadly Ruthie has defied these statistics through no 
fault of her own. She shouldn’t have to spend her life in the shelter, won’t you please give 
her a chance? 

 
 
 

Ruthie needs a home 

 Like us on Facebook 

 Follow us on Twitter 

 Follow us via Instagram 
Visit our website  

www.HumaneManatee.org 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Spay/Neuter Clinic:  
Monday-Saturday 

8am-5pm by Appointment 
941-747-8808 x302 

clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 
 

Adoption Hours: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10 am to 5 pm 

and by appointment 
(941) 747-8808 x313 

adoptions@ 
humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 
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Winner- Non-Profit Organization of 2018 

They say the third time’s a charm and HSMC is proof that the old adage holds true! 
After three nominations, The Humane Society of Manatee County was awarded  
“Non-Profit Organization of the Year, 2018” by the  
Manatee Chamber of Commerce, in a ceremony held 
on August 16 at the Manatee Performing Arts Center. 
This distinction recognizes HSMC for quality and ex-
cellence as exemplified by our organization and its 
growth, productivity, customer service, job creation 
and overall contribution to the community. We are 
proud to represent all of the non-profits in Manatee 
County, whose life-saving work is vital to the citizens we serve. 
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Rick Yocum 
Executive Director 

rick@humanesocietymanatee.org 
(941) 747-8808 x316 

 
Board of Directors 

President 
David Smith 

Vice President 
Steve Zeris 
Treasurer 

Michael Dinsmore 
Secretary 

Kristeen Ezell 
 

At Large Members 
Xtavia Bailey 
Lisa Barnott 

Andrea Diffendal 
Lisa Hess 

Rebecca Neal 
Cody Oelker 

Michelle Todd 
 

The Affection Connection is  
published  for supporters of the  

Humane Society of Manatee County. 
 

 
 
 

 

Humane Society of Manatee County Newsletter 

 

For the past three (3) years Humane Society of Manatee County has been 
nominated for and was chosen as a finalist in the Manatee Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business Awards program.  This year Humane Society of 
Manatee County was chosen as the winner of the 2018 Non-Profit  
Organization of the Year.  There were thirty three (33) finalists in this  
competition with nine of the finalists being in the non-profit category.   
Winning the 2018 Manatee Small Business of the Year Award recognizes 
HSMC for quality and excellence as exemplified by our organization and its 
growth, productivity, customer service, job creation and overall  
contribution to the community. 
 

As Executive Director, I am extremely proud of this accomplishment and 
my thanks goes to all staff, volunteers and board members for your  
professionalism, level of service and dedication.  Special thanks to the 
HSMC donors and supporters who have continued to support our efforts 
on behalf of the animals. 
 

The Second Chance Adoption Shelter continues to find new homes for cats 
and dogs in need, many of these animals are seniors or medically  
challenged.  Expanding enrichment programs for shelter animals  
continues to be a top priority for staff and volunteers, including expanding 
efforts with animals facing behavioral issues. The dedicated shelter staff 
including adoption counselors, front desk staff and animal care team 
working under the direction of the Shelter Manager, are committed to 
quality care and finding new homes for our shelter animals. 
 

The expansion of our veterinary clinic services continues and on August 6, 
2018 a third staff veterinarian joined our medical team.  Dr. Lindsay  
Rollend, Wellness Director leads the Humane Society of Manatee County 
medical team and has been joined by Dr. Ashley Gillett, Shelter Adjunct 
Veterinarian and Dr. Ann-Marie Roche, Veterinary Surgeon.  Our medical 
support team has expanded as well, and training programs were executed 
and completed.  
 

The expansion of services on behalf of the animals coincides with  
increased demand for high quality, low-to-moderate cost services.  The 
expansion of services and HSMC staff is helping to meet a growing and 
critical need in our community and also benefits our shelter animal’s  
quality of care.   
 

Thank you to all who continue to support our efforts on behalf of the  

animals. 

With my thanks from the animals, 

     Rick Yocum 

 Letter from the Executive Director 

Look what you have helped 
accomplish in 2018 to date! 
 

Accepted into Second Chance 
adoption program: 
Dogs: 254 
Cats:  225 
 

Adoptions: 
Dogs:  222 
Cats:   207 
 

Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 
Dogs: 2195 
Cats:  2463 
 

Wellness patients served: 
 Dogs and cats: 4236 
 

Dentals :  
Dogs and cats: 237 
 

Heartworm Treatments 
Dogs: 40 
 
X-Rays taken 
cats and dogs: 220 
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Meet Our Veterinarians 

Dr. Lindsay Rollend—Wellness Director 
 

Originally from Springfield, MA, Dr. Rollend has served as Wellness Director since Nov. 
2017. She earned her degree in veterinary medicine from Iowa State University and  
also has a Master’s degree in Public Health from the University of Connecticut.  
 

Dr. Rollend has numerous responsibilities; she oversees all care given to animals in the  
shelter and veterinary clinic, trains and manages staff, diagnoses and treats animals,  
maintains medical records and everything in between!   
 

Helping community residents care for their animals and seeing the happiness that care 
brings to pet owners is what Dr. Rollend enjoys most about her work. She shares her 
home with three dogs, two cats and a bearded dragon named Kenney Chesney. In her 

spare time, she enjoys cooking, spending time with her husband and friends and sewing. Dr. Rollend is a woman 
of many talents and HSMC is so very lucky to have her knowledge and experience helping the animals of our 
community. 
                                                          _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dr. Ashley Gillett— Shelter Adjunct Veterinarian  
 

Born & raised in Sarasota, Dr. Gillett joined our medical team in July, 2018. She  
received her degree in veterinary medicine from Louisiana State University and also has a  
degree in nursing from State College of Florida.  
 

Dr. Gillett’s role at HSMC is multi-faceted; she performs surgery, provides medical care to the 
shelter’s animals and also sees public clients for wellness appointments. Her days are filled 
with many different and interesting cases, it is what she likes best about her work. Her vision 
for the future of HSMC is to see the clinic grow so we can help as many community pets as 
possible. 

 

Dr. Gillett and her husband have a seven month old daughter and a menagerie of animals  
including four dogs, four cats and three horses! She enjoys riding horses, being outdoors and spending time at 
the beach. Dr. Gillett’s passion for animals and forward thinking makes her a great addition to our staff. 
                                                        _____________________________________________________  

 
Dr. Ann-Marie Roche—Veterinary Surgeon 
 

The newest member of the HSMC veterinary team is Dr. Ann-Marie Roche, a graduate of Ohio 
State College of Veterinary Medicine.  Prior to coming to HSMC, Dr. Roche worked at both 
spay/neuter clinics and full service veterinary clinics in Massachusetts and Florida. She also 
owned a feline, low cost mobile spay/neuter clinic in Massachusetts for 10 years. 
 

Dr. Roche said “It is the professional and enthusiastic attitude of the entire staff that has  
impressed me most. We are truly helping the community and it is wonderful to work in an  

   environment where this is an unspoken understanding.” 
 

Dr. Roche shares her home with one dog, two cats and four beta fish. We are excited that she has chosen HSMC 
to continue her mission to help the pet loving community. 
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Lindsay Rollend, DVM, MPH 

Ashley Gillett, DVM 

Ann-Marie Roche, DVM 
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                     Putting for Pets—Register Now 

Betty + Betty = Happiness 

Betty was a beautiful Springer Spaniel mix who ended up at the county facility 
in rough shape; fur missing from her entire back and severely overweight. We 
brought Betty back to the shelter in hopes of rehabilitating her and that’s when 
the human Betty came into play. 

Originally from Buffalo, Betty McCabe has enjoyed  
living in Florida for the past 42 years. She has two 
dogs, Pumpkin, a Jack Russell and Molly, a chi mix. 
She has been volunteering at HSMC for 1 1/2 yrs., and 
is so dedicated that she comes in early to help clean! 
Betty is especially drawn to the smaller dogs and 
loves to walk and give them quality cuddling time. 

When human Betty met canine Betty it was obvious 
that the latter needed lots of tender loving care as well as medical attention. Her ears 
were badly infected and inflamed, her teeth were in desperate need of a dental  
cleaning, she had growths all over her body and was missing much of her fur. The  
medical staff at HSMC took care of the treatment, while human Betty provided love and 
support for her new canine friend.  

After several months, canine Betty’s coat began to fill in and her ears healed. A much 
needed dental procedure made her teeth white and shiny. She was now a happy girl 
who needed a new home to complete the transformation.  

Maybe it was her name, maybe it was the sweet calmness that canine Betty exuded but  
whatever the reason, human Betty knew she had to add her to the pack at the McCabe house. Pumpkin and  
Molly accepted Betty right away and the family was complete. Thanks to a generous grant from Petfinder.com  
Betty’s medications will be paid for the next three years.  

New Location! 
 
For more information: 
 
Call 941-747-8808 x 309 or email  
vicki@humanesocietymanatee.org 
 

Betty when she first arrived 

The two Bettys ! 
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          Paws in Motion Walk-a-thon Fundraiser—March 2, 2019 

 Saturday March 2, 2019 
 Caddy’s on the Pointe * 801 Riverside Dr. E * Bradenton 
 Registration at 9 am, walk begins at 10 am 
 More information coming soon! 
 Fantastic Location           Delicious Food 
 Fun Raffle Prizes              Goody Bags 
 Great Music                      All proceeds benefit the shelter dogs and      
               cats 

Sweet Tart  

Many times “stray” cats are humanely trapped and brought to the clinic to be spayed or neutered and then returned back to 
their original location. TNR (Trap, Neuter, Return) is a very successful program in Manatee County that saves the lives of the cats 
but stops their reproductive cycle. They are also vaccinated to help prevent disease. These cats are considered feral and don’t 

want any type of relationship with humans other than being fed. However sometimes 
the cats were actually someone's pet and had been cared for but were either abandoned 
or lost and are friendly.  
 
Sweet Tart was the latter:  a sweet female cat brought to us as a feral with a severe 
wound on her neck. The people who dropped her off didn’t want to care for her, but 
wanted her to be safe.  She wasn’t spayed, nor did she have any vaccines. We treated her 
wound and spayed her, as well as testing for feline leukemia and feline  
immunodeficiency virus. She received all of her vaccines and seemed to be enjoying all 
the love from the clinic staff. We were going to release her once her wound healed, but it 
was clear Sweet Tart was loved at one time and wanted to be an indoor kitty.  
 
Sweet Tart is now waiting for a new family who will keep her safe and return the love  
she gives unconditionally. Sweet Tart’s fashionable sweater protects  

her injured neck. 

Cheers for Charity 

HSMC was the lucky recipient of a $1,500 donation from the Cheers for Charity Women’s Giving 
Circle! Organized under the auspices of the Lakewood Ranch Community Foundation, these  
generous women pool their time and resources for charitable purposes. The group began in 2015 
and now has more than 20 young professional women who have raised and donated in excess of 
$22,000 to deserving non-profits in our community. Connecting young women to support each 

other professionally and socially is also an important role for 
the members.  
 
On July 11, Cheers for Charity hosted a celebrity bartending event at the Good  
Liquid Brewing Co. and raised more than $4,000 for local charities. The monies  
donated to HSMC will be used to assist with the Trap/Neuter/Return program for 
our community’s stray and feral cats.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about Cheers for Charity, please visit their 
Facebook page at Cheers4c or email cheersforcharitygivingcircle@gmail.com . 

Left to right: Amanda Tullidge,Valerie Bliss 
HSMC, Jill Stalpes, Rick Yocum HSMC , Margi 
Dawson 

mailto:cheersforcharitygivingcircle@gmail.com
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First Saturday of each month 
Adoptions at Petco 
Tamiami Tr, Sarasota 
 
Second Saturday of each month 
Adoptions at Pets Plus 
8943 US Hwy 301N, Parrish 
 
Third Saturday of each month 
Adoptions at Petsmart 
4942 S. Tamiami Tr. , Sarasota 
 
Last Saturday of each month 
Dog Adoptions at Caddy’s at the 
Pointe 12 pm—3 pm  
 
Oct. 26—Doggy Date Night 
Good Liquid Brewing Co.  
4824 14th St. W, Bradenton 
6 pm—8 pm 
 
Oct. 27– BARCtober Fest 
Bob Gardner Park, Lakewood 
Ranch 11am-3pm 

Nov. 4– Paint Your Pet 
Painting with a Twist 
5917 Manatee Ave. W STE209 
2 pm—5 pm 
 
Nov. 10- Putting for Pets  
Golf Tournament 
Heritage Harbour Golf Club 
 
Nov. 17-18– Canine Christmas 
Bishop SPCA 5718 21st Ave W 
10 am—4 pm 
 
Nov. 27– Giving Tuesday 
 
Dec. 2– Jingle Paws 
Philippi State Park 
12 pm—5 pm 
 
 March 2 -Paws in Motion  
 Walkathon Fundraiser 
 Caddy’s at the Pointe 
 
 

Wish List 

Canned & dry food 
Cat litter-non clumping 
Cat treats & catnip 
Dog treats 
Large Kong toys 
Large Nylabones 
Bully sticks 
Tough dog toys 
Bottles & nipples for baby kittens & 
puppies 
Creamy peanut butter 
2-8 second thermometers 
Digital SLR camera 
Copy paper 8.5” x 11” 
Postage stamps 
Paper towels 
Toilet paper 
Garbage bags 
Gift cards 
Check out our Amazon Wish list too! 
And our very favorite wish: for every 
animal to have a loving home 


