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 The Strength of Spirit 
One of the most extraordinary aspects of animals is 
their strength and perseverance. We often come across 
dogs and cats that lose a leg or are blind or deaf and 
every time we do, we notice they continue to live life 
as though nothing is different about them. Animals 
have a remarkable way of adapting and living through 
what many would consider a hardship. Most recently, 
we were granted the opportunity to care for two  
extremely phenomenal cases of such determination.  
 
Zion and Nevaeh (Heaven spelled in reverse) are two 

kittens that were brought to us after they had been discovered living on the streets. 
They were four months old at the time and fending for themselves. While this is not 
a remarkable fact in and of itself, what makes it remarkable is this: they both had 
been born without two back feet. It was stunning when we first met them and what a 
spectacle they were! Initially we were convinced they were in pain or suffering. We 
debated for some time to determine the best option for them and after running some 
tests and observing their behavior soon learned that they functioned completely  
normally. They could be made available for adoption and would need to go to the 
right home that understood they were different, even if the cats themselves did not 
notice it.  
 
Since these miracle kittens been in our care they have lit up the world of everyone 
they meet. They manage to play as normal kittens would; they climb and run and 
chase each other all day. They are an incredible example of overcoming adversity and 
we have learned from them in ways never expected. Zion and Nevaeh remind us all to 
always believe in the strength of the spirit and heart. It 
cannot be said enough that YOU, our generous supporters, 
are the reason Zion and Nevaeh are safe, happy and 
healthy.   
 
We are so grateful to announce that Nevaeh has been 
adopted into a loving home and are hopeful for Zion to 
find his special family before the end of the year!  

Zion doesn’t know he’s different 

Nevaeh is very playful! 

Adoptions: 
October 1, 2015 to 

Sept. 30, 2016 
 

1156 new homes! 
663 dogs 
493 cats 

An increase of 272 
from last year! 

 
Spay/Neuter: 

 

6734 surgeries 
An increase of 992 

from last year! 

Visit our website  
www.HumaneManatee.org 

where you can: 

Check out clinic specials 

Read great adoption        
    success stories 

See our adoptable           
     animals 

 Become a Paw Partner 
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President 
Marsha Forrest 

Treasurer 
Michael Dinsmore 

Secretary 
Kristeen Ezell 

 
At Large Members 

Xtavia Bailey 
Lisa Barnott 

Scott Toby Guinn 
Cookie Jordan 
David Smith 

Andrea Diffendal 
 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Pet Health Center 

2415 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

Monday-Saturday 
8am-5:pm by Appointment 

941-747-8808 
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Adoption Hours: 

Tuesday– Saturday 
10am-5pm and by appointment 

(941) 747-8808 x313 
 

Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 

 
The Affection Connection is published 

free of charge, for supporters of the 
Humane Society of Manatee County 

located at 2515 14th Street West                 
Bradenton, FL 34205. 

Humane Society of Manatee County Newsletter 

 Rick’s Ramblings 

As 2016 slowly draws to a close it is hard to imagine how much 
has changed for the better on behalf of the animals in our 
community.  Everything we have accomplished was made  
possible through the support from our donors, business  
community, grants, family foundations and legacy supporters 
through planned giving.  The Humane Society of Manatee 
County is committed to leading Manatee County in fostering 
compassion and respect for animals through care, education 
and collaboration.  Serving as the Executive Director since 
March 14th of this year has been an extremely rewarding and  
fulfilling experience and I am thankful for having the  
opportunity to lead our organization into the future.  A caring 

community, an involved Board of Directors, a dedicated and compassionate staff and 
an amazing team of volunteers make our team a success. 
 

Our Second Chance Adoption program has found new homes for 925 dogs and cats 
since January. Our volunteer training programs as well as dog training opportunities 
have been expanded. The new areas of   Nancy’s Nook, Meow Manor, Relaxation  
Station and Smallville are all improvements in the enrichment programs for the  
animals in our care.  The sleepover program has allowed families the ability to see if a 
particular animal is a good fit into their existing human and animal family. 
 

Our Pet Health Center has a new name, Humane Society of Manatee County  
Veterinary Clinic.  In addition to 6000 spay / neuter surgeries annually and low cost 
vaccine clinics, the clinic has expanded wellness services.  We are proud to continue 
our high quality / low cost medical services for those families that are facing financial  
challenges.  We have hired an additional veterinarian as our wellness programs  
continue to expand and grow.  Dental procedures for dogs and cats are now available 
and new x-ray equipment will be arriving in December, adding more tools to save 
lives. 
 

In closing; thank you to all in the community who continue to support the animals in 
Manatee County.  Please enjoy this final month of 2016 and wishing you and your 
family the most joyous of holidays.   

Rick Yocum, Executive Director 

 

 

 Dear Santa 

Dear Santa, 
My name is Chete and I am a really  good 
boy. I have been at the shelter for 308 
long days! I love to run and play and 
would really like a human of my very 
own. Why doesn’t anyone want me?  I 
have watched as all my friends get new 
families but no one takes me. Can you 
please bring me someone to love? 
 
Your Friend, Chete 
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 Dashing through the sand... 

How cute are these little bundles of joy! This holiday season we are experiencing an influx of  
mama dogs and their babies. Many are ready for their new homes.  

How can you resist those smooshy faces?  
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  Marlee’s Thanksgiving Miracle 

Marlee has many reasons to be thankful this year... HUNDREDS actually. And she couldn't be  
happier to be rid of all of them.  
 

It began in October. Marlee's owners noticed that she seemed to have some discomfort when she would 
go outside for bathroom breaks. A trip to her veterinarian revealed a urinary tract infection and she was 
placed on antibiotics. And although there was improvement over the next month, things never quite  
resolved. When an x-ray was taken, it became clear why the infection wasn't clearing up. Her bladder 
looked like a bean bag that was full of stones and the only treatment was surgery. The stones would  
continue to rub against the lining of the bladder causing discomfort, bleeding, and infection.  Worst of all, 
there was the very real possibility that one of the stones could become lodged in the urethra making it  
impossible for her to urinate at all. That would be a life-threatening emergency, and the thought of losing 
her was terrifying. They had raised Marlee from a tiny 8-week-old puppy, and over the next seven years 
they had developed a very strong bond with her. Sick with worry, they decided to 
go ahead with the surgery.  
 

But there was a problem. The estimate was $2,200, to be paid in full on the day of 
the surgery. Despite their pleas to pay via a payment plan, they were denied. They 
contacted other clinics but the answer was always the same. Pay at the time of 
surgery or it would not be performed.  
 

The week of Thanksgiving, they decided to give it one more try. To reach out ONE 
more time in a desperate attempt to help their beloved Marlee. That email was 
sent to the Humane Society of Manatee County, where it was answered almost  
immediately by executive director, Rick Yocum. He assured them we could help 
and Marlee's surgery was scheduled for the following day. A payment plan would be offered, and  
additional assistance would be provided by the clinic's Angel Fund.  
 

Dr. Julie Hollifield, the medical director of HSMC, performed the surgery. She removed hundreds of stones 
of various sizes from the bladder and flushed it thoroughly to ensure that none of the little troublemakers 

would be left behind. Marlee has since had two rechecks and is doing 
very well. The biggest problem she has now is trying to jump up by  
herself onto the couch, her favorite sleeping spot.  
 

Marlee is a little timid when she comes back in for rechecks, and  
honestly she can't wait to head out the door and go home for another 
nap. (Good call, Marlee!) But that's okay -- Marlee's owners have had 
no trouble expressing appreciation enough for all of them. Marlee's 
recovery is their Thanksgiving miracle, and those of us at the Humane 
Society of Manatee County are happy to have played a role in making 
it happen.  
 

             

There were hundreds of 
these stones of all sizes! 

Rick Yocum, Ex. Dir of HSMC  with Marlee  
and her parents, Fred & Tina Lovett 
Marlee has made a full recovery! 
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  Paws in Motion Walk-a-thon 2017 

 

  Thank you William G & Marie Selby Foundation! 

Fun for the whole family! 
This is the Humane Society’s largest fundraiser of the year! There will be entertain-
ment, raffles prizes, vendors and food trucks. Prizes will be given to the top three 
teams and individuals that raise the most money, including the coveted Spokespet 
position, given to the top fundraising individual. You and your four legged best 
friend will enjoy a fun day while raising money for the dogs and cats at the shelter.   
Register at www.firstgiving.com/humanesocietymanatee 

Sponsorships available & 
vendors wanted! 
Contact 
walk@humanesocietymanatee.org 
or (941) 747-8808 x310 for  
sponsorship & vendor opportunities.  
 

2016- The Winning Team– Wagner 
Realty’s “Happy Tails to You” 

Thanks to a generous grant from the William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, the Humane Society of Manatee County now 
has a Feral Cat Porch and an Outdoor Dog Training and Enrichment play yard. The Feral Cat Porch has enabled us to  
facilitate the delivery and housing of feral cats as they wait to be spay/neutered, vaccinated and returned to their colonies.  
 

Trappers have access to the Porch 24 hours a day which will give them greater flexibility on drop off and pick up with the 
end result being an increase in the number of cats in our TNR program.  The other great advantage of the new porch is that 
it is outside in a safe and weather monitored environment causing less stress on the cats. Since feral cats are more  
susceptible to disease, housing them away from patients in our veterinary clinic avoids the potential spreading of disease.  
 

The funding for the new training area enables us to transform a large unused parcel of our property into an area to expand 
current pet training classes for adopters and their pets; to provide play groups using the “Dogs Playing for Life” method in 
socializing; to train  
volunteers on how to handle different breeds and work with dogs displaying 
behavioral issues that need to be addressed so they will be adoptable.  In 
addition, the outdoor area also allows us to host other Manatee County  
animal welfare groups who may benefit from these training opportunities.  
The collaboration and cooperation among animal welfare groups in Manatee 
and Sarasota Counties is at an all-time high. and growing. 

Outdoor training & enrichment yard   

 



 Thank you 2016 Paw Partners!    
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Donna Sobel, P.A., Fete Catering & Ballroom at Polo Grill, J.E. Charlotte  
Construction, Jess Jewelers, Pittsburgh Pirates, Salty Printing 

Aldrich Flooring, Axia RX, Bradenton Hound, Coldwell Banker Real Estate, Fidelity 
Bank, Mirror Image Dentistry, Neal Land Ventures, Pet Pages, Publix, Stantec 

Adjust Your  Life Chiropractic, Artic Air, Crowther Roofing & Sheet Metal of Florida, Inc., ECO Consultants, Just Steel, S2 Timing, 
Target Graphics, Wilson Walls, ZNS Engineering, LLC 


