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“I didn’t think I could do it again, but then I laid my eyes on her and knew she would 
fit the bill.” Jacqueline Wilson had recently lost her beloved Sheldon, an 11 year old 
Miniature Poodle, and wasn’t sure she was ready to open her heart again to another 
pet. But one picture of a little white Maltese on Facebook changed everything. This 
sweet little girl named Mrs. Wonton had been a much loved family pet for 5 years  
but due to circumstances beyond their control her 
owners could no longer care for her. The next family 
she lived with didn’t have the means to provide for her 
medical needs and she was surrendered to a nearby 
shelter.  

Thanks to you, our generous supporters, HSMC is able 
to care for those dogs and cats needing medical  
help in our veterinary clinic. So, Mrs. Wonton was 
transferred into the Second Chance adoption program. 
Thanks to the quick spread of social media Jacqueline 
saw her picture and immediately came to the shelter 
to meet this furry friend. It was obvious that they had 
an instant connection and within moments Mrs. 
Wonton was sitting on Jacqueline’s lap and giving her 
kisses. Within 30 minutes of entering HSMC she had a 
new home and a new lease on life. Mrs. Wonton  
received a much needed dental cleaning and went to 
her new home. 

The best part of this story is that Mrs. Wonton and Jacqueline 
qualified for our Senior for Seniors adoption program.  Senior 
dogs (6+) are placed with senior citizens (65+) with no  
adoption fee. It was clear to Jacqueline’s daughter that the 
loss of her pet had a detrimental effect on her mother’s 
health. Mrs. Wonton, now named Abby, has brought joy and 
laughter back into her home. While she will never forget  
Sheldon, Jacqueline knows that he would want her to be  
happy and save the life of another dog.  

With your support, YOU make the difference in the lives of the 
dogs and cats like Mrs. Wonton. Thank you. 

Mrs. Wonton’s Good Fortune 

 Like us on Facebook 

 Follow us on Twitter 

 Follow us via Instagram 
Visit our website  

www.HumaneManatee.org 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Spay/Neuter Clinic:  
Monday-Saturday 

8am-5pm by Appointment 
941-747-8808 x302 

clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 
 

Adoption Hours: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10 am to 5 pm 

and by appointment 
(941) 747-8808 x313 

adoptions@ 
humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 

 
The Affection Connection is  

published free of charge,  
for supporters of the  

Humane Society of Manatee County. 
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Mrs. Wonton, now Abby,  
has lots of new toys and sleeps 
in the big bed with mom. 

Abby and her mom, 
Jacqueline. 
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Humane Society of Manatee County News-

Summer has returned to Manatee County bringing longer days, a few welcome  
showers and less crowded roads.  Things are really “heating up” at the Humane Society 
of Manatee County as we continue to expand services at our Veterinary Clinic and  
Second Chance Adoption Shelter. 
 
HSMC continues to offer high quality / low –to-moderate cost medical care for ALL cats 
and dogs.  The clinic is open to the general public as well as being able to provide  
medical care for animals in financially challenged families.  Spay / neuter surgeries, 
wellness, vaccines, microchips, cat and dog dentals, pet medications, x-rays,  
heartworm treatment and prevention are only a portion of the full services being 
offered.  FREE spay and neuter surgeries are available to ALL cats and dogs in  
Manatee County thanks to grants and community support.  Dr. Robin Hughes joined  
our medical team in May 2017 and is the primary wellness veterinarian. 
 
Our Second Chance Adoption Shelter is well on its way to again exceed 1000 +  
adoptions for the year.  Innovative shelter programs are improving the quality of care 
for the animals at HSMC.  We continue to open our doors to the medically challenged, 
senior animals and really offer that “second chance” for so many animals.  Thank you 
to our dedicated staff and amazing team of volunteers who work tirelessly on behalf of 
the animals.  If you have considered becoming a volunteer please go to  
humanemanatee.org and fill out a volunteer application today. 
 
On behalf of the animals in our community, thank you to all who have and continue to 

support the efforts of Humane Society of Manatee County.  Humane Society of  

Manatee County is committed to leading Manatee County in fostering compassion and 

respect for animals through care, education and collaboration. 

With my thanks from the animals, 

     Rick Yocum 

Donna Sobel P.A., J.E. Charlotte 

Construction, Jess Jewelers,  

Pittsburgh Pirates/Bradenton  

Marauders, Pets Life Naturally,  

Salty Printing 

Axia RX, Coldwell Banker Real  

Estate, Fast Signs, Fidelity Bank, 

Mirror Image Dentistry, Pet Pages 

Adjust Your Life Chiropractic, First Auto 

Sales, Happy at Home Pet Service 

 

 Letter from the Executive Director 

                Thanks to our Paw Partners!  

Look what you have helped 
accomplish in 2017 to date! 
 
Accepted into Second Chance 
adoption program: 
Dogs—225 
Cats—208 
 
Adoptions: 
Dogs—189 
Cats— 119 
 
Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 
Dogs—1507 
Cats—1096 
 
Wellness patients served: 
1,931 cats and dogs 
 
Heartworm Treatments 
35 dogs 
 
X-Rays taken 
101 cats and dogs 
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Elvira ‘s Life is in Balance 

Cats truly are some of the most resilient creatures out there! Meet Elvira, a retired momma cat that lives life on 
two legs! Yes, you read that correctly, Elvira only has two legs. But how did she end up there? Let’s rewind and 
we’ll talk to you all about one of the most special cases we’ve dealt with in HSMC cat history.  
 
Elvira came to us after being found by a Good Samaritan. She appeared to have been injured and the injuries 
seemed to be pretty painful. As we picked her up out of the box in which she was brought, we discovered  
something else. Elvira had kittens!! These kittens were so young and small and too dependent to be taken away 
from her. We were in a dilemma, do we risk potentially killing her kittens by medicating Elvira or do we risk the 
few weeks left and manage her comfort in a foster home until her babies could be weaned? After much  
discussion with the vet on staff, it was decided that Elvira’s injuries were not immediate and she would be okay 
without medication for the time being as long as she was closely monitored. Even with all she was going 
through Elvira was the greatest mother to her kittens, she was “loving and protective” according to her foster 
mom.  

Thankfully she was sent into foster swiftly and during that time she was 
living the spoiled life. Her foster mom, Charlotte LaPorte, fell in love with 
her! Her babies came and went and we began work on Elvira. What was  
causing her to not use her two legs? After much research, antibiotic trials, 
and more research, it was discovered that the injuries were likely a very 
deep bone infection in Elvira’s legs. As a result, we amputated one foreleg 
and one hind leg…leaving her with just two legs to maneuver on.  
 
At first we were worried. Would she ever be able to walk properly? Could 
she function on just two legs? Were we doing the right thing? In 234 days  
later the answer was so very clear. Elvira is the life of the party in her 
home. Her new mom, Charlotte, says that Elvira may have lost two legs but 

she didn’t get that memo! Elvira “runs, jumps, plays with all the new little babies and is the friend of my other 
foster failure Ninja!” We are so happy for Elvira and her amazing success. Though it took some time and  
patience, Elvira got the ending we knew she deserved.  

Volunteer Spotlight 
 

 
Tristan Deehan has been a volunteer with HSMC for more than a year.  Since his time 
with us, he has shown pure love and devotion towards our facility and animals.  He  
participates in all of our available programs for volunteers in the shelter.  Tristan takes 
the time out of each shift to ensure every animal feels loved.  Part of his regular routine 
is to walk around and give all of the dogs and cats a treat and a few minutes of love.   
Tristan is a participant in the Dogs Playing for Life Play Groups, as well as attending 
offsite events.  He takes dogs offsite to help enrich their lives, get a fresh breath of air, 
and assist in finding them a “furever “ home.  Tristan goes above and beyond to ensure 
every animal feels welcomed and happy during their temporary stay here at the  
Humane Society of Manatee County. Thank you Tristan, for brightening the lives of the 
animals and the staff! 

www.HumaneManatee.org      •      941-747-8808 

Elvira is happy and healthy in her home. 
She is very playful, even with two legs. 
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 Paws in Motion 2017—see it all on our Facebook Page 

300 pet owners and their dogs came to Sutton Park in Palmetto  
on March 4th to wag, walk and raise money for homeless pets!  
After the 1 mile course they enjoyed the Lucky Dog Adventure 
Course, Frisbee demonstrations, lots of vendors, music and good 
food.   

Mary Reise Memorial  Itty Bitty Kitty Shower 

The 2nd annual Mary Reise Memorial Itty Bitty Kitty Shower was held on 
April 1st, sponsored by George & Julie Manson. Mary Reise had an  
extreme love for cats and this is their way of preserving her legacy. The 
shower was a smashing success, with more than 50 guests who came to 
learn about caring for tiny kittens. Donations included diaper bags, 
bottles, kitten formula and other items needed by foster parents to help 
the orphaned babies survive and thrive until they are big enough for  
adoption.  

The shower included games, a cat “adoption” station, demonstrations on 
bottle feeding and adorably decorated cupcakes that looked like kittens. 
Motherless kittens need the support of humans in order to  
survive and this event showcased the need for our community’s help.    
Thank you to all who attended, donated and volunteered to become  
foster parents. Mary Reise would be so proud to know her memory  
lives on in these tiny kittens.   

                                           

Congratulations 
to Ollie, 2018 
Spokesdog! He 
and his sister 
Betsy Neal, who 
is just 11 years 
old, raised more 
than $4,400 for 
the shelter  
animals to win 
this coveted 

award. 

Thanks to George & Julie 
Manson for their generous 
donation in memory of 
Julie’s mother Mary.  

 Veterinary Clinic Expands Services 
The Humane Society of Manatee County welcomes Dr. Robin Hughes, who joined our medical team in early May 
as the primary wellness veterinarian. Dr. Hughes is a graduate of Kansas State University and is a member of 
both the American Veterinary Medical Association and the Florida Veterinary Medical Association.  
 

We are excited to announce that the Veterinary Clinic now offers a full range of services. Our new state of the art 
X-ray equipment allows the veterinarian to evaluate injuries and possible causes of illness quickly in order to 
treat your pet efficiently. The clinic is open to the public Monday—Saturday from 8 am to 5 pm by appointment. 
There are no income or residency requirements  in order to use the clinic.  
 

Please call 941-747-8808 option 1 or email clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org for more information on  
programs and services available for your pets. 
 

 Thanks to recently received grants, any dog or cat in Manatee County qualifies for FREE spay or neuter  
surgery with no income restrictions!  

 Did you know… you can make an appointment online for your pet’s spay or neuter. Visit our website at humanemanatee.org 
to schedule. 

Dr. Robin Hughes 

All dressed up!         Happy to be at Paws in Motion   1st Place Team –Perfect Pawtners 
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Of over 2,000 flea species in the world, only ONE of them is present in 99.9% of cases involving our 
pets......the cat flea. It may be called a “cat” flea but it is present on dogs and cats. 
 

Did you know... 
FLEAS CAN KILL! They suck blood, which leads to blood loss and anemia. Smaller and 
young animals are especially at risk. (The cat flea can kill animals as large as a dairy 
calf if there is a heavy infestation!) 
FLEAS CAUSE SERIOUS SKIN ISSUES! They cause itching, skin infections, and hair loss. 
Some dogs and cats are actually allergic to the flea's saliva -- that means that ONE flea 
bite can cause a reaction in the skin, leading to severe scratching, biting at the skin, 
and hair loss. In fact, flea allergy dermatitis is the most common skin disease in dogs and cats.  
FLEAS CAN TRANSMIT INFECTIONS AND PARASITES! Bartonella is a bacteria that can be carried by fleas that can cause 
health issues in cats, dogs and people. Fleas can also carry tapeworms -- these are most commonly seen in the feces 
and look like grains of rice on the hair around the anus.  
 

Myths: 
MY PET CAN’T HAVE FLEAS BECAUSE HE/SHE LIVES INSIDE. 
Think again! Fleas can and do get inside and thrive quite well in the well-regulated temperatures of the home.  
I DON'T HAVE FLEAS IN MY HOUSE BECAUSE THEY AREN'T BITING ME, AND I WOULD KNOW BECAUSE I'M VERY  
SENSITIVE TO FLEA BITES! 
Well, the cat flea actually likes to dine on a variety of animals but don't prefer the taste of human blood. So you will 
only be bitten as a last resort or if the numbers are very high in the house.  
WE DON'T HAVE CARPET OR RUGS, SO WE CAN'T HAVE FLEAS.  
Sorry! Fleas can live in the cracks of hardwood floors or under/behind baseboards. 

IF MY PET HAD FLEAS, I WOULD SEE THEM.  
Maybe. Maybe not. If the fleas are present in high enough numbers you may see them (or the "flea dirt" they leave 
behind). But the licking, chewing, and grooming that the pet does can cause them to jump off or get swallowed. (There 
are some dogs and cats with flea allergies where fleas have never been seen on them!) 
 

What to do: 

YEAR-ROUND FLEA CONTROL  -- Florida isn't just our paradise...there is no better environment for fleas than our 

sandy soil, warm temperatures, and high humidity.  
 

ROTATE FLEA PRODUCTS -- Experts now recommend switching periodically (2-3 times per year) to a different type of 

insecticide. This will help keep fleas from forming resistance to the products that we use.  

 

HSMC's Veterinary Clinic offers a wide variety of flea products. These can also be  
purchased by the individual dose to make it more affordable to protect your pet  
(and rotate the products, as recommended).  

 
Call 941-747-8808 Option1 or email  
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org for 
more information on purchasing these 
flea prevention products at affordable 
prices. 

 FLEAS— Know your Enemy  By Julie Hollifield, DVM 
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July 29—Bark in the Park 
LECOM Field—6:30 pm 
 
August 11—Bark in the Park 
LECOM Field—6:30 pm 
 
Nov. 3– Music on Main 
Main St. Lakewood Ranch 6 —9 pm 
 
Nov. 10—Putting for Pets 
Golf Tournament 
University Park CC—11 am 
       

      Jan. 25 —Because of You  
      Donor Appreciation 
      Location & time—TBD 
 
      March 3—Paws in Motion  
      Location & Time—TBD 
 
      Mar. 24—Adult Easter Egg  Hunt 
      Location & time– TBD 
        
      April 7, 2018– Mary Reise Itty Bitty    
      Kitty Shower—at HSMC 
 

    
 
 

Matching Grant Opportunity! 
 
Thanks to the “RF” Charitable  
Foundation Trust we have the ability to 
double our grant funding. Donations of 
any amount made through August 31st 
will be matched up to a total of 
$55,000! This is an exciting opportunity 
to raise $110,000 to help the dogs and 
cats at the shelter with medical care, 
food and housing as they wait for their 
new families. We are so grateful to be 
given this chance and hope you will  
consider making a special donation to 
help meet our goal.  
 
*In order for your gift to be matched 
you must notate RF on your check or 
return envelope. Thank 
you for all your support! 
 


