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CUIDA TUSCUIDA TUS
MASCOTASMASCOTAS

CON NOSTROS!CON NOSTROS!

!!

• • Cirugías
• • Exámenese de bienestar
• • Medicamentos
• • Cuidados dentales

• • Exámenese de     
laboratorio

• • Esterilización y     
castración

Hablamos espanol igual que tu
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Adopting a Cat at  the Humane Society of Manatee County 
is the "Purr-fect " Choice!

	 Open to the public, Humane Society of Manatee County Veterinary 
Clinic is located at 2415 14th Street West in Bradenton and can 
be reached by calling 941-747-8808, Option #1. The veterinary 
clinic is open by appointment Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For details 
about HSMC's veterinary clinic, visit www.humanemanatee.org. 
	 Humane Society of Manatee County is located at 2515 14th 
Street West in Bradenton and can be reached by calling 
941-747-8808. The Adoption Center is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
	 For more information, visit www.humanemanatee.org online, or 
send an e-mail to info@humanemanatee.org.
	

Rick Yocum, CNE
Executive Director of the Humane 

Society of Manatee County

By Rick Yocum, CNE
Executive Director, Humane Society of Manatee County

the decision to bring a furry friend into your home 
looms, the choice between a variety of pets can 
be overwhelming. However, one option stands out 
for its unique blend of charm, independence and 
affection – the shelter cat. Adopting a cat from a 

shelter not only provides a loving home for a deserving feline friend 
but also offers a myriad of benefits for the adopter. 
	 In this article, we will explore why choosing to adopt a shelter 
cat is a wise and fulfilling decision, shedding light on the wonderful 
qualities that make cats exceptional companions.			 
	 One of the most compelling reasons to adopt a shelter cat is the 
opportunity to save a life. Animal shelters are often overcrowded, 
and countless cats are in need of loving homes. By adopting from a 
shelter, you become a crucial part of the solution, giving a second 
chance to a cat that may have faced an uncertain fate. Your decision 
to adopt not only transforms the life of your new feline friend but 
also makes space in the shelter for other cats in need.
	 Compared to purchasing a cat from a breeder, adopting from 

a shelter is a cost-effective choice. Most shelters provide basic 
veterinary care, vaccinations and spaying/neutering as part of the 
adoption fee. This not only saves you money but also ensures that 
your new companion is healthy and ready to join your household. 
Additionally, many shelter cats are already litter-trained and 
accustomed to living in a home environment, making the transition 
smoother for both you and your new feline friend.
	 Shelter cats come in all shapes, sizes and personalities. Whether 
you’re looking for a playful kitten, a mellow senior cat or a middle-
aged feline with a specific temperament, shelters have a wide 
variety of options. This diversity allows you to find a cat that 
matches your lifestyle, ensuring a harmonious relationship between 
you and your new companion.
	 Cats are renowned for their independent nature, making them an 
excellent choice for individuals with busy lifestyles. While dogs may 
require constant attention and outdoor activities, cats are content 
with indoor play, cozying up on a windowsill or enjoying some 
alone time. This independence makes them an ideal companion for 
students, working professionals or anyone with a bustling schedule.
	 Numerous studies have shown that owning a cat can have 
positive effects on human health. The soothing purr of a content cat 

has been linked to reduced 
stress levels, lower blood 
pressure and a decreased 
risk of heart attack and 
stroke. The presence of a cat 
can also alleviate feelings of 
loneliness and depression, 
providing emotional support 
and companionship.
	 In conclusion, the decision 
to adopt a shelter cat at the 
Humane Society of Manatee 
County is a rewarding choice 
that not only transforms the 
life of your new feline friend 
but also enhances your own 
well-being. The benefits of 
saving a life, the affordability and health advantages, the diversity in 
personalities and ages and the low maintenance and independence 
of cats make them wonderful companions for individuals and 
families alike. 

	 As you embark on the journey of pet ownership, consider the 
many advantages of adopting a shelter cat—a decision that will 
undoubtedly bring joy, love and a “purr-fect” connection. 
	 The Humane Society of Manatee County’s Second Chance 
Adoption Center is located at 2515 14th Street W. in Bradenton. 
To view available and adoptable cats, you can visit our website at 
humanemanatee.org, or you can stop by the shelter and meet the 
cats in person. 
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