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dopting a new dog is an exciting and rewarding experience, 
but it comes with significant responsibilities. Whether you 
choose a lively puppy or an older, calmer dog, it’s essential 
to know what to expect and how to prepare for integrat-

ing your new companion into your home.
	 The first few days after bringing your new dog home can be a 
period of adjustment and may set the tone for your future together. 
Dogs can feel overwhelmed and nervous in a new environment. 
It’s crucial to provide a calm, stable and safe space for them to ac-
climate. Set up a cozy area with a bed, food, water and some toys 
where they can retreat and feel secure. Allow them to explore their 
new surroundings at their own pace, and avoid overwhelming them 
with too much attention or activity initially.
	 Training is a vital part of building a strong, trusting relationship 
with your dog. Start with basic commands such as “sit,” “stay,” 
“come” and “down.” Consistent, positive reinforcement is key. Use 
treats and praise to reward good behavior, and be patient. Training 
sessions should be short and fun to keep your dog engaged and not 
overwhelmed.
	 House training is usually one of the first tasks for new dog owners. 
Establish a routine by taking your dog outside frequently—especially 
after eating, drinking or waking up. Praise and reward him when he 
goes outside to reinforce the behavior.
	 Socialization is another critical aspect of training, particularly for 
puppies. Expose your dog slowly to different environments, people 
and other animals to build confidence and reduce fear. Puppy classes 
or obedience schools can be excellent resources for both training 
and socialization.
	 Every member of the family should be involved in the care and 
training of the new dog. This helps the dog learn to respect and trust 

each person. Establish consistent 
rules and routines, so the dog 
understands his or her role and 
expectations within the household. 
Dogs thrive on routine, so feeding, 
walking and playtimes should be 
scheduled at the same times each 
day. This predictability reduces anx-
iety and builds a sense of security.
	 Choosing between a puppy and 
an older dog can depend on your 
lifestyle and preferences. Each 
comes with its own set of challenges 
and rewards.
	 Puppies are highly adaptable and 
can be trained from an early age to fit 
your lifestyle. Puppies are full of energy and can be great for active 
families, and adopting a puppy means you can enjoy many years to-
gether. 
	 Puppies, however, require a significant time commitment for 
training and socialization. They are prone to chewing on furniture, 
shoes and other items as they teethe, and house training can be a 
lengthy process.
	 Older dogs usually have established behavior patterns and may 
already be house-trained. They tend to be calmer and more settled 
than puppies, which can be a good fit for less-active households. 
Adult dogs often form bonds quickly with their new families and can 
adapt well to new surroundings. 
	 Older dogs may come with preexisting health conditions that 
require attention and can be costly. Some older dogs may have diffi-
culty adjusting to a new environment, especially if they have experi-
enced trauma or multiple relocations. 
	 While older dogs are certainly trainable, they might be less recep-
tive to new commands and routines than a puppy.
	 Adopting a new dog, whether a vibrant puppy or a seasoned 
older companion, brings immense joy and fulfillment. Preparing ad-
equately for the pup's arrival and being consistent with training and 
routines can help ensure a smooth transition and a lasting, loving 
relationship. Each dog is unique, offering different challenges and re-
wards, but with patience, dedication and love, they will become an 
integral part of your family.
	 The Humane Society of Manatee County recognizes that with 
most adoptions, it is important to offer behavioral training to adopt-
ers to make the transition into a new home a great experience for 
the newly adopted dog and the adopter. 

    Humane Society of Manatee County (HSMC) Veterinary Clinic is 
located at 2415 14th Street West in Bradenton and can be reached 
by calling 941-747-8808, Option #1. Open to the public, the 
veterinary clinic is open by appointment Monday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For details 
about the HSMC veterinary clinic, visit www.humanemanatee.org. 
   Humane Society of Manatee County is located at 2515 14th Street 
West in Bradenton and can be reached by calling 941-747-8808. The 
Adoption Center is open 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and closed 
12:00 to 1:00 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. For more information, 
visit  www.humanemanatee.org online, or send an e-mail to 
info@humanemanatee.org.
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