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	 Humane Society of Manatee County (HSMC) Veterinary Clinic is 
located at 2415 14th Street West in Bradenton and can be reached 
by calling 941-747-8808, Option #1. Open to the public, the 
veterinary clinic is open by appointment Monday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For details 
about the HSMC veterinary clinic, visit www.humanemanatee.org. 
	 Humane Society of Manatee County is located at 2515 14th 
Street West in Bradenton and can be reached by calling 941-747-
8808. The Adoption Center is open 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and 
closed 12:00 to 1:00 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. For more 
information, visit www.humanemanatee.org online, or send an e-mail to 
info@humanemanatee.org.

	

What It Is & How HSMC Is Helping Our Community Cats
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The ABC’s of TNR

rap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs have become a vital 
strategy to manage feral/free roaming cat populations in 
Manatee County. Feral/free roaming cats, who primarily live 

outdoors and avoid human contact, often face stigmatization 
and misunderstanding. The overpopulation of these cats leads to 

various negative consequences, including public health concerns, 
wildlife predation and the suffering of individual animals. 
	 TNR offers a compassionate and effective method to address 
these issues, yielding numerous positive benefits for both the cats 
and the communities they inhabit.
	 At the core of TNR programs is a straightforward but impact-
ful process: cats are humanely trapped and spayed or neutered 
to prevent further reproduction, vaccinated against diseases 
like rabies and then returned to their original locations. This 
intervention is crucial in breaking the cycle of reproduction among 
feral/free roaming cat populations. Unlike traditional methods 
that often involve removal or euthanasia, TNR allows cats who 
are already adapted to their environments to continue living in 
familiar territories without contributing to overpopulation. As a 
result, communities participating in TNR programs have reported 
a gradual decline in the number of feral/free roaming cats, which 
alleviates the pressure they place on local resources and minimizes 
their competition for food sources.
	 Another significant aspect of TNR is its impact on public health. 
By vaccinating feral cats against rabies, TNR initiatives not only 
protect the cats but also reduce potential health risks to humans 
and domestic pets. Diseases like rabies can pose serious threats, 
particularly in areas where feral/community cats roam freely. By 
decreasing the number of unaltered cats and controlling their 
populations through spaying and neutering, TNR effectively 
diminishes the spread of such diseases. 
	 TNR programs also play a crucial role in promoting a sustainable 
coexistence between feral/community cats and local wildlife. While 
feral cats are known predators, TNR helps balance their popula-
tions, allowing native wildlife species to thrive. Studies have shown 
that areas where TNR is implemented see less predation pressure 
on birds and small mammals, contributing to healthier ecosystems. 
By managing feral cat populations responsibly, communities can 

work towards preserving biodiversi-
ty while addressing animal welfare 
concerns.
	 In addition to environmental 
and public health benefits, TNR 
programs foster community 
engagement and awareness about 
animal welfare issues. Many TNR 
initiatives rely on local volunteers 
and partnerships with animal 
shelters and rescue organizations. 
These collaborations not only help 
manage feral/free roaming cat colonies 
but also create a greater understanding 
of responsible pet ownership among 
community members. Educational 
campaigns often accompany TNR efforts, aiming to inform the 
public about the importance of spaying and neutering pets, as well 
as the consequences of abandonment. This increased awareness is 
crucial in preventing the future overpopulation of cats and encour-
aging practices that prioritize the well-being of animals.
	 In conclusion, Trap-Neuter-Return programs present a humane 
and effective approach to managing feral/community cat 
populations, benefiting the animals, communities and ecosystems 
involved. By addressing issues of overpopulation, public health 
and wildlife conservation, TNR demonstrates that compassionate 
solutions can lead to sustainable and positive outcomes for all. 
Communities that embrace TNR not only enhance the quality of 
life for feral cats but also engage their residents in meaningful 
discussions about animal welfare, ultimately paving the way for a 
more harmonious coexistence.
	 The Humane Society of Manatee County is instrumental in 
providing TNR services in our community. Behavioral assessments 
of the cats in our TNR program often identify domesticated cats 
that were abandoned. If deemed adoptable, these cats enter 
our Second Chance Adoption Program and are adopted into new 
homes. 
	 To support HSMC’s TNR program, visit www.humanemanatee.
org and make an online donation today. Or mail a check to HSMC, 
2515 14th Street W. Bradenton, FL 34205, and write “TNR” in the 
memo area. 
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